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When Is a Safety Vest Not a Safety Vest?

The Ultimate Dual Use Flame Retardant Public Safety Vests
BACKGROUND

Poolesville, Maryland (PRWEB) May 29th, 2008 – With the implementation of the new Highway Safety Law ALL workers and First Responders must wear the appropriate Reflective ANSI Safety Vest. The grace period will come to an end in November of this year. This is the good news. The bad news is that this new law does not go far enough. It actually forces people to wear safety vests that are not only dangerous but may kill the wearer!
So when is a safety vest not safe?

Firstly, there is no requirement for these vests to have breakaway sections. Most vests in service today around the country, do not have breakaway panels so IF the wearer is snagged by a passing vehicle they can be dragged under the wheels of that vehicle, or at the very least pulled of balance and into the path of a following vehicle to face certain injury or death.

The problem is that this new law includes ALL first responders, Fire, EMS, Police etc. and what they currently have issued to wear maybe woefully unfit for purpose.
Firefighters have to wear the correct reflective safety vest OVER their turnout kit. The turnout kit is flame resistant, however the vast majority of safety vests in service today across the country are flammable and propagate flames up the vest should the vest be exposed to a small flame. The flames spread very quickly, the vest melts and molten vest drips down to spread the flames up down the entire body. 

Many fire and police depts. are aware of this major safety issue but do not have the funds to address the problem. These depts. more often than not are trapped; they have flammable vests in service yet cannot afford to buy new Flame Retardant or Flame Resistant vests. Most people “presume” a safety does not burn!
With the introduction of the new Federal Law and new high tech materials, many entrenched manufacturers are reluctant to keep their customers informed of these new changes. They have ravaged the budgets of these fire depts. for years with low quality, poorly designed vests and continue to charge outrageous prices. So why should they inform their existing customers, don’t’ rock the boat! 
If these manufacturers kept their customers up to date with the new technology, and kept their customers informed of the new laws now in force, they would have to charge even more for new designs, new fabrics which makes them even more expensive. So those customers would take note of those new higher prices and they would have to look around the market place for competitive products and lower prices.

This lethargy is putting firefighters, police and first responder’s lives at risk today and it will only get worse. It is the same for tow truck drivers, road workers, phone and cable engineers at the roadside etc. They ALL have to wear the correct garment by FEDERAL LAW!
The Police have had a new standard effected so that the designs for their vests can be shorter, so they can have easy access to their gun belts, but they will still have to wear them when they conduct non-covert traffic duties and traffic stops. This newer public safety vest is mainly for the police is smaller then the normal vests so they can access their belts. When they need to conduct traffic control duties at night, in an unlit area they are more at risk! OR they have to have two vests, one for easy access and one for traffic duty! Sadly most police officers think this new law does not include them, sadly some of them feel they exempt, which they are not! 
That’s the background for today’s press release.
Now for the answers!

We design, build and supply the best Flame Retardant and Flame Resistant Safety vests available in the world today. They comply FULLY with the new standards and laws.  We have two varieties available. Flame Retardant and Flame Resistant. ALL certified as such by independent testing laboratories. Our unique proprietary designs are effective at ranges of over 2,000 feet away at night. We don’t spend millions on name brand marketing, we put those savings into our vests hence our amazing low prices. 

Gone are the days of low quality, badly designed vests at outrageous prices from other manufacturers. Their flammable old vests often sell for $55 each and then they catch you on the sizes. Small, Medium, Large, Extra-large etc. Plus they cut their vest short and they normally have no extra features at all.

Our vests expand from a 44 inch chest to a 68 inch chest in one vest! One size truly does fit most. Our other size expands from a 54 inch chest to a 78 inch chest. That should cover the rest. However some people can be very tall. So we cater for that with a “tall” option. This adds an extra 12 inches to the height of a vest.

Our vests have not one but two large, deep radio pockets on the front of each vest. Our vests also include two removable microphone loops, one on e each side of the front. These features are to cater for left and right handed personnel. Inside our vest are two self-sealing pockets which do not spill the contents for example a cell phone even if you do a cartwheel. There are also two other open pockets for pens and a notepad. On the front of the vest there is also a transparent I.D. Pockets which again is self-sealing. That’s a total of seven, yes 7 pockets as standard.

Each vest carries a full label that covers use, care and many other aspects of the safety vest. There is a strong hanging loop in each vest. Each vest also has a brass whistle on a detachable lanyard. Our unique designs all carry our trademark innovation; this places a dark edging of bias tape along the boundaries between the fluorescent orange and the fluorescent yellow. This “high definition” enhances the easy view ability at distance. Using our high-power reflective our vests can be seen at over 2,000 feet away night using a small Maglight flashlight.. 

We include the brass whistle as often the noise of a highway or rail track can make it very difficult to shout a warning to a colleague, however a whistle gives the wearer that extra edge which one day may save their buddies life.
Our standard vest has 7 pockets, hanging loop, whistle with detachable lanyard, to detachable microphone loops and expands from a 44 inch chest to a 68 inch chest. ALL of this comes neatly packed with instructions for use all packed together in a stowage bag which can be hung up or belt mounted for easy access and to keep the vest clean and fit for purpose. This vest is Flame retardant. The design also eliminates the problem of two vests for the police. The bottom of the vest can be snapped up. Thereby giving easy access to the gun belt or unsnapped to provide maximum view ability for traffic duty. Each vest is also sequentially numbered and bar coded for easy identification. This vest also breaks apart at five (5) points for extra safety. How much? $29.95, compare that for features, benefits and value. One Fire Chief when asked about the new vests we made for him answered simply “OUTSTANDING!”.
For the near future we are also working on a range of accessories for our vests, specialist strobe lights that can be seen over 1 mile away at night in bad weather. These will be available in various colors and have extended battery life and are waterproof. 

We are also pioneering the development and use of active RFID tags. Each of our RFID vests carries a special chip inserted in the body of the vest itself. This helps with data collection, for example, who went into a building, when and even basic data like name, rank, next of kin, blood group can be included. This is just an example. The big advantage is easy location of the wearer. 
IF a person was trapped inside a collapsing warehouse, the rescue team can use a tracker from the safety of being outside of the building to locate the missing person and then make effective entry through the wall directly into the room where the missing person is to be found. That way no more lives are put at risk fighting their way into the collapsing building the old-fashioned hard way.  

We are a small family firm and are actively looking to service large depts., fire, EMS, Police far and wide. We also supply many small depts. across the country. We are the ONLY people to supply ONLY flame retardant or flame resistant safety vests. 
Please feel free to check out our basic website; www.performanceclothingusa,com  we may not be great web designers, but we make the best vest available today, and they don’t cost a kings ransom.

“We’ve got your back covered!’

